
 
Brownfields Study Group 

 
 

February 27, 2014  
 
 

Port of Milwaukee Administration Bldg. 
2323 S. Lincoln Memorial Dr. 

Milwaukee, WI  53207 
 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
 

Attendees: 
 
Dan Buss – Environmental Engineer 
Roger Miller – GEI Consultants 
Liz Evans – WI Dept. of Health Services 
Karen Dettmer – City of Milwaukee 
Roy Wittenberg – Natural Resource Technology 
Kate Juno – Natural Resource Technology 
Donna Volk – AECOM 
Chris Valcheff – SCS Engineers 
Frank Dombrowski – We Energies 
Sam Tobias – Fond du Lac County 
Ben Gramling – 16th St. Community Health Clinic 
Mat Reimer – RACM 
Dave Misky – RACM 
Nancy Frank – UWM 
Art Harrington – Godfrey & Kahn 
Jodie Potter – True North Consultants 
Scott C. Wilson (via phone) – Ayres Associates 
Joy Stieglitz (via phone) – Vandewalle & Assoc. 
Mary Panzer – Panzer Public Affairs 
Bruce Keyes – Foley & Lardner 
Mark Thimke – Foley & Lardner 
Darsi Foss – DNR 
Mick Skwarok - DNR 
Christine Haag – DNR 
Barry Ashenfelter – DNR 
Jenna Soyer – DNR 
Michael Prager – DNR 
Dan Kolberg – DNR 
Tom Coogan – DNR  

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
I. Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Repair  

 
II. Purpose & Goal(s) of Meeting – Darsi Foss 

 
Darsi provided some background on how BSG reports were undertaken and completed in 
the past.  She reminded the group that during its November meeting in 2013, members 
decided that another report is due. Previous BSG reports are available on the Study 
Group’s webpage. The 1999 Report: http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/rr/RR615.pdf and 
the 2000 report: http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/rr/RR655.pdf. 
 

III. Operating Guidelines 
 
Members reviewed the DRAFT operating guideline and the time frame. Overall favorable 
comments were given. 
 
Some discussion on whether the Study Group was required to present the Report to the 
NRB.  
 
Foss: This is not a DNR report, it’s a BSG report. It doesn’t need to go to NR Board. 
However, the Group should invite DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp to a later meeting back to 
keep her apprised of issues and progress. 
 
Thimke: Suggested that though not required to present the Report to NRB, a request be 
made in the late summer to get on the NRB’s fall agenda with an informational item in 
order to do so.  
 
Misky: Requested that members be notified electronically. Darsi assured that we can do 
that. Sub-committee chairs should provide that information to the State Buddy. 
 
Thimke: Some issues identified here that need to be moved forward, but that this 
“…might actually take more than just a couple of meetings.” 
 
Foss: Suggested conference calls. Not all meetings have to be face to face. 
 
Harrington: EPA's vapor guidance and state of Wisconsin guidance - overlap - tanks and 
other chlorinated sites 
 
Thimke: Could we extend the One Cleanup program? Can we get some clarification on 
federal GIS?  Eureka? 
 
Foss: at superfund sites…when cleanup is done…there are some registry confusion 
issues. 
 
Harrington: At what point does EPA guideline even apply in VI?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/rr/RR615.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/rr/RR655.pdf


IV. Report Ideas  
 
Group reviewed DRAFT report issues document 
 
Harrington: Questioned the role of the state in NRD. Could there be a structure set up as 
an option to fund cleanups? 
 
Stibal: Need to address underfunded LLCs. Either within the Report or some other way. 
This has to be done eventually. 
 
Keyes: Questioned bonding authority and sediment-specific assessment funds in non-
point situations. 
 
Antaramian: Could we do a pilot project with the feds on green infrastructure programs. 
 
Panzer: Historic tax credits up to 20%. Adjustment possible? Legislature seems primed to 
address/adopt. 
 
Thimke: Indemnities on investigation and redevelopment. Anti-prospecting or “anti 
poke” contract. It’s a disincentive to due diligence. 
 
Panzer: What was passed in the last two BF Study Group reports; what is still in effect? 
 
Harrington: How do we put brownfields development into an economic metrics? 
 
Frank: Individual case studies are helpful. We should supplement with new concerns. 
 
Harrington: Use the MV as an example on the economic impact. 
 
Contact Chris DeSousa about new brownfields metric report and benchmarking report. 
 
Stibal: West Allis economics available 
 
Harrington: Could this be a grad student project to report on data on economic impacts? 
 
Keyes: Public policy forum is coming out with an MV "keys to success." 
 
Panzer: How do you quantify; need to create definition. 
 
Foss: Reminded group of something Sec. Stepp said at November meeting: You need to 
make a business case.   
 
Liz Evans: PAH and other background issues - redevelopment impediments. 
 
Roger Miller: E2600 and Phase I standard.  BMPs for utilities for vapor - plugs, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



V. Formation of Subcommittees 
 

See: 2014 Report Subcommittees and Issues.docx 
 

VI. Homework Assignments & Adjourn 
1. Create list of items/suggestions from last report(s) that were enacted and if any 

have since been removed from the agency. 
2. Add an NRB presentation of the Report to the Fall timeframe 
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