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PARIAH TO PARK — CONVERSION OF

HOLTZ-KRAUSE LANDFILL TO EASTBAY
SPORTS COMPLEX

Mark A. Thimke
Brownfields Study Group Meeting
May 29, 2015
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Holtz-Krause Story — The Early Years

- 1957 landfill — area of sloughs near the Eau Claire
Flowage in Wausau

- 60-acre site — garbage and industrial waste

- Unlined; 1969 WDNR aware of leachate flowing into water
- 1977 — WDNR abandonment orders issued

- Holtz and Krause, Inc. v. WDNR, 85 Wis. 2d, 198 (1978)
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First Remediation — Mid-1990s

- WDNR decides not to list site under Superfund,;
cooperative effort with PRPs

- 3,000 PRP letters

- WDNR contributed $4.5 million

- WDNR wanted an “end use” for site — sports facility
- Remediation completed by Steering Committee



Holtz-Krause
Landfill — 1995

Photo compliments
of R. Hill, Ryan
Incorporated Central
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First Redevelopment Effort

- Landfill closure in 1995 — allowed for future athletic use

- Pre-VPLE

- Neither county nor city would take ownership
- Environmental liability fears

- Efforts to convert to athletic park failed
- Ownership of landfill remained with Holtz and Krause, Inc.

- Shell corporation — back taxes, no productive use; classic
Brownfield
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Second Redevelopment Effort

- Post-2009 — PRP committee brought back to life

- Plan developed for addressing remaining environmental
Issues — groundwater, landfill gas

- Extension of VPLE program needed to remove liability
Impediment and allow transfer of property
- Statutory amendment to VPLE

- Negotiate with WDNR conditions for obtaining Certificate of
Completion



Holtz-Krause
Landfill — 2013
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success

- VPLE change allowed Marathon County to acquire the
landfill property

- Local support for conversion of landfill area into a major
sports complex
- Curling Club
- 50-acre soccer complex — Eastbay Sports Complex

- WDNR - remediation and redevelopment support
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Eastbay Sports Complex

- Opening in late April 2015

- Facility used by local high schools, soccer clubs, lacrosse
clubs

- Area around former landfill being transformed
- New development — Curling Club, Kwik-Trip
- Improved infrastructure
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Sports
Complex - ‘
Spring 2015

Opening Weekend
Tournament
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Complex
Spring 2015

Opening Weekend
Tournament
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| essons Learned

- Landfills do not need to remain unused, unproductive land

- Essential elements — “Brownfields tools” (laws, rules,
policies) aimed at addressing liability concerns
(real/imagined) are essential

- Leaders with a vision at all levels — PRP, local government
and WDNR

- Economics support Brownfields conversion
- Increased property value
- Visitors/tournaments




	Pariah to Park – Conversion of Holtz-Krause Landfill to Eastbay Sports Complex
	Holtz-Krause Story – The Early Years
	First Remediation – Mid-1990s
	Holtz-Krause Landfill – 1995 
	First Redevelopment Effort
	Second Redevelopment Effort
	Holtz-Krause Landfill – 2013
	Success
	Sports Complex
	Eastbay Sports Complex
	Sports Complex
	Sports Complex
	Sports Complex
	Sports Complex
	Lessons Learned

