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NR114 Code Change - Operator Grandfathering
Detailed Information

How operator subclasses will be converted:

. Old . New
Old Description Subclass New Description Subclass
Primary Settling A — Solids Separation B
- Biological Treatment - Attached A2
Growth
Trickling Filters and . )
RBCs B — Solids Separation B
N Biological Solids/Sludge C
Handling and Processing
Biological Treatment -
= Suspended Growth s
Activated Sludge C — Solids Separation B
N Biological Solids/Sludge c
Handling and Processing
Stabilization Ponds
and Aerated D N Ponds, Lagoons and Natural Ad
L Systems
agoons
Disinfection E — Disinfection D
Anaerobic Digestion | F — B'OIOQ.'CaI Sollds/SIudge C
Handling and Processing
Mechanical Sludge Biological Solids/Sludge
) G — . ; C
Dewatering Handling and Processing
Filtration H — Solids Separation B
Phosphorus | Nutrient Removal - Total
— P
Removal Phosphorus
Laboratory J — Laboratory L
Special K K — Unique Treatment Process* U
E!e(_:tr(_)platlng/MetaI L — Unique Treatment Process U
Finishing

* The DNR will use its discretion in converting the Special K subclasses that are specific to the newly
created subclasses (i.e. recirculating media filters)
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How operator grade levels will be converted:

Grade T subclasses will convert to Operator-in-Training. One year of subclass specific
experience will still be required to move above Operator-in-Training.

Grade 1 and Grade 2 subclasses will convert to the Basic Level, except if one or more
other subclasses are at Grade 3 or Grade 4.

Grade 3 and Grade 4 subclasses: If an operator has Grade 3 or Grade 4 in any subclass,
except Special K and Electroplating/Metal Finishing, all subclasses Grade 1 and higher
will convert to the Advanced Level. The operator will receive their “10 points” towards
Advanced Certification (see the Operator Certification Website for more information on
the point system).

What does this means for operators in preparation of the code change?

All certified operators will be grandfathered into the new system based on their grade
level at the time the new code takes effect (July 1, 2015). If the operator has passed
advanced level exams and has enough experience to be at Grade 3 or Grade 4, but has
not submitted their experience form, they must submit that form before the code goes
into effect to ensure transfer to the Advanced level. Operators can look up their
subclasses and grade levels on the Operator Certification Look-up Webpage:
http://dnr.wi.gov/regulations/opcert/

If an operator’s certification does not convert to the advanced level, they can apply for
advanced certification at a later date by obtaining 10 points.

Reminder of how to obtain Grade 3 or 4 with the current system:

e Grade T - Pass introductory or advanced general exam and introductory or advanced subclass
exam(s).

e Grade 1 - Pass introductory or advanced general exam and introductory or advanced subclass
exam(s), plus have one year of satisfactory subclass specific experience.

e Grade 2 - Have met the requirements of Grade 1, plus have 2 years of general experience in the
operation of a wastewater treatment plant.

e Grade 3 - Pass advanced general exam and advanced subclass exam(s), plus have one year of
satisfactory subclass specific experience and 3 years of general experience in the operation of a
wastewater treatment plant.

e Grade 4 - Have met the requirements of Grade 3, plus have 4 years of general experience in the
operation of a wastewater treatment plant.




