
Final Guidance: 

The Air Management Program guidance “Changes to Air Pollution Control Permitting for Ethanol Plants in 
Wisconsin” is intended for use by WDNR Air Management Program permitting and compliance staff to inform them 
of the decision to implement the federal and state definition of chemical processing plants excluding ethanol 
production facilities under chapters NR 405 and NR 407, Wis. Adm. Code.  This guidance will also guide permit 
holders when submitting applications for new projects. 

Excluding ethanol production facilities from consideration as chemical processing plants results in an increase to the 
emission threshold for permitting projects at these sources under ch. NR 405, Wis. Adm. Code, Prevention of 
Significant Deterioration (PSD).  The threshold for review of projects under PSD will increase from 100 tons per 
year of a criteria pollutant to 250 tons per year.  In addition, fugitive emissions do not need to be included in 
determining the emissions thresholds for PSD or Title V.  

 
WDNR is taking this action now to be consistent with implementation by US EPA as well as surrounding states, and 
respond to recent court actions which support implementing the change in definition. 
 
The Department solicited comments from external stakeholders on the draft guidance for 21 days.  
Three (3) comments were received and are attached.  All commenters supported the decision to change the permitting 
practice and exclude ethanol plants from consideration as chemical manufacturing processes consistent with federal 
definitions and Wisconsin State code.  Comments are attached. 
 
The Final Guidance document is identical to the draft guidance document.  
 
  



 
  



 
  



 


