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Located between Tomah and Babcock, MVWA 

is about two hours driving time north from Madi-

son.  It is 25 miles southwest of Wisconsin Rap-

ids, and 20 miles north of Mauston.  

The majority of the MVWA is owned by the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service. The WDNR has man-

aged this property through a long term coopera-

tive agreement since 1940.  Small tracts of private 

property lie within the project boundary.  The 

MVWA boundary is posted with State Wildlife 

Area signs. 

Ownership 

Location 

Current management focuses on:  

Wetlands:  Fifteen      
flowages (8600 acres), are 
managed to provide critical 

habitat for migrating and 
resident wildlife popula-
tions.  Flowages are man-

aged using water level    
manipulations, burning, 
and mechanical disturbance 

to maintain productivity.  
Flowages are drawn down 
on regular cycles to encour-

age various wetland plants which benefit waterfowl 
and other species.  Common resident species which 
benefit from this management include Mallards, 

Wood Ducks, Ring-necked Ducks, Blue-winged Teal, 

Canada Geese, and many non-game species. 

Sandhill-Meadow Valley Work Unit 

1715 County Hwy. X, P.O. Box 156 

Babcock, WI 54413 

715-884-2437 

Meadow Valley Wildlife Area 

Property Headquarters: 

Website 

Located 1 mile west of Babcock on Highway X.   

For further information call or write: 

An 1100-acre wildlife 

refuge is located on the  
Meadow Valley Flowages. 
The refuge is closed to  

entry from Sept 1 through  
Dec 31 except during  
regular gun and muzzle- 

loader deer seasons.   
Trapping is allowed after  
Dec 31.   

 
Forests:  Maintaining a 
good mix of forest types 

and age classes across the landscape is an im-
portant forest management objective.  This is 
achieved primarily by commercial timber sales.  

Aspen, oak, pine, and mixed forest are the prima-
ry forest types on the property.  Special emphasis 
is placed on maintaining a high proportion of 

young forest to benefit species such as Ruffed 
Grouse, American Woodcock, White-tailed Deer, 
and many non-game species.  See the Ruffed 

Grouse management areas on map. 
 

Barrens:  Barrens are a mixture of open to 

dense plant communities that occur on sandy soils 
dominated by grasses, low shrubs, small trees, and 
scattered large trees.  Management of these com-

munities relies on burning, mowing, and soil dis-
turbance at specific intervals to mirror historic fire 
cycles.  Barrens are essential to numerous listed 

species (e.g. threatened/endangered) or species 
being considered for listing.  These species include 
the Karner Blue Butterflies, Redheaded Wood-

peckers, and Blanding’s Turtles.  Game species 
associated with barrens habitat include White-

tailed Deer, turkey, and American Woodcock. 

Today 

Meadow Valley Wildlife Area (MVWA ) lies within 
the bed of old Glacial Lake Wisconsin, an area char-
acterized by large expanses of wetlands interspersed 
with forested uplands located in central Wisconsin. 

Native societies existed in the region for thousands 
of years before European settlers arrived in the mid-
1800s.  In the late 1800s, settlers logged the large 
white and red pine that dominated the uplands.  By 
the early 1900s, hundreds of miles of drainage ditches 
were dug in an attempt to farm the area.  However, 
unpredictable growing seasons accompanied by poor 
soils, and high water tables made farming nearly im-
possible.  By the late 1930s and early 1940s high 
drainage taxes and the Great Depression left many of 
the farms tax delinquent and abandoned.  

The federal government then purchased much of 
the tax-delinquent land under the Jones-Bankhead 
Farm Tenant Act.  In 1940, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and WDNR entered into a long term cooper-
ative agreement which gave  WDNR management 
authority on the MVWA.  Flowages were constructed 
during the 1950s and 60s for wildlife habitat and the 
management of water levels in the area.  Many of 
those flowages are still being used today. 

 

 Meadow Valley is the largest 

 of three adjoining State 

 Wildlife Areas which 

 comprise the Sandhill-

 Meadow Valley Work Unit. 

These properties represent the largest block 

of state-managed wildlife lands in 

Wisconsin, totaling nearly 90,000 acres. 

 

 Meadow Valley spans 59,000  

acres, and is located in  

Juneau, Monroe, Jackson,  

and Wood counties. 

 

 Meadow Valley is  

managed to sustain  

wildlife populations 

and natural com- 

munities, and to provide 

a range of outdoor  

recreational uses.  

Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) 

White-tailed Deer  
(Odocoileus virginianus) 

Canada Goose  
(Branta canadensis) 

Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta) 

Blue Winged Teal (Anas discors) 
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