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The Willow Flowag’e

“"Almost Canada” is how one visitor described the
Willow Flowage. Surrounded by swamps, bogs,
and other watery lowlands, the Willow Flowage

is isolated from roads and development. Its
remoteness, abundant wildlife, and scenic, natural
shoreline are unique and highly-valued features,
drawing visitors from around the region and state.
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(WDNR) ownership of the property now includes
more than 27,000 acres (including submerged
lands), thanks to recent land purchases and the
initial purchases in the late 1990’s. The Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Fund provided most of the
resources necessary to secure these valuable

land parcels. Under WDNR ownership, the Willow
Flowage will not fall victim to fragmented shoreline
development, and its scenic beauty will be
preserved for future generations.
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Forest Management

The forest management goals for the Willow are to
protect wildlife, emphasize forest diversity, promote
a natural and aesthetically pleasing appearance,
and practice sustainable forestry.

A narrow buffer of mature aspen and scattered
pine left around the shoreline gives the Willow a
wild, scenic appearance from the water. Future
light thinning of selected trees will eventually
restore the shoreline to older forest conditions
dominated by long-lived free species such as red
and white pine.

A relatively young aspen forest dominates interior
areas of the Willow. Aspen will be maintained here
in diverse age classes, while some acreage will be
converted to pine and mid-successional species
such as red maple, red oak, and a combination of
balsam fir and spruce. Varying the types and levels
of management in this manner will help to create a
diverse natural environment rich in wildlife and well
suited for low impact recreational activities.
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Wildlife

The forests surrounding the Willow Flowage provide
abundant food, water, and shelter for a variety of
wildlife species, such as songbirds, ruffed grouse,
woodcock, white-tailed deer, black bears, wolves,
and butterflies, to name a few. The waters of

the flowage provide habitat for many species of
waterfowl, bald eagles, ospreys, common loons,
and herons. The Willow is also home to many
furbearers as well as various species of amphibians
and reptiles. There are numerous opportunities to
observe and enjoy the wildlife in a remote and
wild sefting, but please remember to observe from
a distance. In particular, to minimize disturbance,
make sure to stay at least 100 yards away from
eagle, osprey, and loon nests.

Fisllery

The Willow Flowage provides excellent fishing
opportunities. Walleye, northern pike, and panfish
are abundant. Less common are musky and small
and largemouth bass. Two seasonal fish refuges,
located at Cedar Falls on the north end and Willow
Rapids to the west, protect spawning walleye and
musky. Angling is prohibited from mid-April fo mid-
May in these posted areas. As a reminder, you must
have a fishing license to fish in the flowage, and
don't forget to review the most current issue of the
Wisconsin Fishing Regulations Handbook regulations
prior to fishing.
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Boating

Over 6,400 acres of water offer scenic boating
opportunities and access to the 117 islands and
backwaters of the Willow Flowage. The east side
boat access locations, near the Willow Flowage
dam, offer two improved landings and paved
parking lots to accommodate vehicles with frailers.
The Willow's other landings, including Sportsmans,
Talbots, Jerrys, and McCord Road, provide rustic
access roads and parking accommodations for
up to eight vehicles with trailers at each location.
The privately-owned Cedar Falls campground
landing has parking for 15 vehicles with trailers and
visitors are required to pay a small access fee for
parking and landing boats. Refer to the map for
landing locations and consult the current issue

of Wisconsin's Handbook of Boating Laws and
Responsibilities prior to boating on the Willow.
Toilet facilities are currently provided at the Dam
Boat Landing and at the Cedar Falls campground.

Due fo fluctuating water levels, you are advised to
use slow speeds and remain in the deeper channels
because submerged rocks, sandbars, and snags
are numerous.

Exoftic species are one of the biggest threats to

our natural environment. You can help prevent

the infroduction and spread of invasive species by
cleaning your boat, trailer, and live-well before you
arrive and after you leave the Willow. Remember
that State laws prohibit releasing bait or water from
your boat info any waterbody.
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For more information, contact:

WDNR Willow Flowage Manager
8770 County Highway J
Woodruff, Wl 54568
(715) 358-9259

Willow Flowage Ranger
(715) 614-3767
Emergencies

Oneida County Sheriff =911

Non-Emergency — (715) 361-5100
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Willow

Scenic Waters Area

Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources
(PUB-FR-287 2009)
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