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SUBJECT:  Bioremediation proposed to treat contaminated soils at landfills 
 
 

Green Bay, Wis. -- A process known as bioremediation is an environmentally sound treatment 

method for Wisconsin landfill operators to use on soils that are contaminated with nonhazardous levels 

of petroleum compounds, according to a preliminary determination by the Department of Natural 

Resources. 

Landfill operators must treat the soil using existing environmental controls at the landfill, 

including the system designed to collect and treat water that may come in contact with contaminated 

soils, according to James Zellmer, an environmental engineer with the DNR’s Northeast Region.  Soils 

treated with this method will then be used to cover waste disposed of in the landfill, Zellmer said. 

"Using bioremediation to treat these soils will help us clean up sites with petroleum 

contaminated soil, and using the treated soil as landfill cover will reduce the amount of clean soil landfill 

operators need to cover waste at the end of each day," Zellmer said.  

Bioremediation is a treatment that uses naturally occurring soil organisms to break down 

petroleum contamination in soil.  The contaminated soils are typically removed during the cleanup of gas 

stations, fuel storage depots and other facilities that use or store petroleum compounds, Zellmer said. 

"Treating the soils before using them as landfill cover reduces the amount of contaminants that 

are disposed of in landfills," Zellmer said.  Bioremediation has proven to be a successful method of 

treating petroleum contamination in soil both in laboratory tests and in full-scale processing facilities in 

Wisconsin, he added. 

Zellmer said operators of several solid waste landfills have already been authorized to use 

bioremediation at their facilities.  The current proposal comes from Superior Hickory Meadows Landfill 

who recently submitted plans for treating soil at the Calumet County facility near Hilbert. 

The department has made a preliminary determination that an environmental impact statement will not 
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be needed for this proposal.  Copies of the generic environmental assessment that led to the DNR's 

preliminary determination can be obtained from James Zellmer, Wisconsin DNR Northeast Region Service 

Center, 1125 N. Military, Box 10448, Green Bay, WI 54307, 920-492-5931. 

Public comments, either written or oral, on the environmental assessment are welcome and must 

be submitted to Zellmer no later than 4:30 p.m. August 6, 1999. 
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Protec:l Name Supenor Htckory Meadows Btoptle Counly Calumet 

DECISION (Thts dec:tston ts nol final uml certified by lhe appropnale aulhor~y) 

In aoeordance wt!h s 1 11, Slals , and Ch NR 150, Adm Code, lhe Departmenlts aulhonzed and requwed lo delermtne whether~ has complted wt!h s 
1 II , Slals, and en NR 150, WIS Adm Code 

Complele erther A or 8 below 

A EIS Process NOI Requtred 

The aHached analysiS 111 lhe expec1ed '""ac1a of lhiS proposalts of suffietenl scope and delatl to concludelhat lhts IS nola ma,or acbon whteh 
would stgntficantly affect the quality of the human environment In my optnJon, therefore, an envtronmental•mpact statement 1$ not reqUired pnor 
lo flnalaclton by lhe Oepartmenl on lhiS projecl 

8 Motor Aclton Requtnng lhe Full EIS Process 0 
The proposal 1s of such magn~ude and complextty With such constderable and Important Impacts on the quality of the human envrronment that It 
eonsttutes a maJor aetton stgn~ticantly a_ffeeUng the quality of the human env~ronment 

Number of responses to news release or other nottce --....1."------------------------------
Add Orscussion of Any Comments Recetved 

Cerbfled lobe i n compRance with WEPA 
Regtonal Dtrec1or or Dtreclor of Bureau of lnlegrated Sctence Servtces Date Stgned 
(or destgnee) 

~. Q/?~ -:17 /nln 
~ 

~ 

NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS 

If you believe that you have a nght to challenge ttus decJSton, you should know that W1scons1n statutes and adrrnmstrat1ve rules establiSh t1me penods 
Ytfthm wh•ch requests to revJew Department dec1SJOns must be flied 

For JUdoctaJ rev.ew of a deaSton pursuanl to sectoons 227 52 and 227 53, Slals , you have :30 da~ aner the dectston tS matled, or OlhefWISO served by 
the Department, to file your pat1t1on With the appc-opnate cJrcult court and serve the pet1bon on the Department Such a pet"thon tor JUdtetal rev1ew shall 
name the Department of Natural Resources as the respondent 

To request a c<lnlested case heanng poo;uant lo sec1ton 227 42, Stats, you have :30 da~ anet the deciSion IS matled, or olherwtse served by lhe 
Department to serve a peltlton for heanng on lhe Secrelazy of lhe Departmenl of Nalural Resources The flltng of a request for a conlested case 
heanng ts nola prerequiS~e tor judtctal revtew and does not eXIend lhe 30-day penod lor fii ng a peltlton lor fUdtaal re111ew 

Note Not all Department deciSIOns respectmg env~tonmental lmpact. such as those 1nvolvrng solid waste or hazardous waste fac11!bes under seeuons 
14443 to 144 47 and 144 60 to 144 74, Slals, are sultjec1 to tile conlesled case heanng provtstonsof sec!Jon 2Z1 42, Stals 

This noltce tS provtded pu1$Uanllo sec!Jon 227 48(2) , Slats 
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