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CREMATORIES & AIR POLLUTION CONTROL 
Emissions from crematories have some citizens wondering how these facilities 
are regulated. Of most concern to many citizens is the mercury emitted from 
the facilities. Mercury is a naturally occurring element that has many uses, but 
can also harm human health. Mercury emissions can be emitted from 
crematories when dental amalgam fillings containing mercury are burned in 
the facility. Below is a brief explanation of regulations regarding crematories. 

DO CREMATORIES NEED TO OBTAIN AIR PERMITS? 
Under Wisconsin Administrative Code, crematories do not need to obtain air 
permits (construction or operation) if they emit less than ten pounds of 
mercury each year. 

• s. NR 406.04(1)(s) exempts crematories from obtaining air pollution 
construction permits. 

• s. NR 407.03(1)(m) exempts crematories from obtaining an air 
pollution operation permit. 

• NR 446.03(2)(a) requires facilities, including crematories, to obtain a
permit if that facility emits ten pounds or more of mercury annually.
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) permits require sources to
limit mercury emissions using the best available control technology,
also known as BACT.

HOW LIKELY IS IT THAT A CREMATORY WILL REQUIRE A PERMIT? 
It is not likely that a crematory will require a permit, because mercury 
emissions from a single crematory are expected to be much less than ten 
pounds per year. 

• The Great Lakes Mercury Emissions Reduction Strategy (December
2010) from the Great Lakes Regional Collaboration estimates the
mercury emissions factor to be 0.0011 pounds per cremation.
Using this emissions factor, a crematory would need to complete
roughly 9,090 cremations per year (or 25 per day) to meet the ten
pounds of mercury emissions required to need a permit.

• The Wisconsin Deaths 2009 report, released in February 2011, by
the Wisconsin Department of Health Services states, there were a
total of 19,636 cremations in Wisconsin in 2009.

• Based on the low emissions anticipated from each crematory, DNR
does not require operators of crematories to test or report their
emissions.

WHAT AIR POLLUTION REGULATIONS APPLY TO CREMATORIES? 
Even though no permits are expected to be required there are air pollution 
rules that apply to crematories. Wisconsin Administrative Codes applicable to 
crematories relate to objectionable odors, visible exhaust, and particulate 
matter emissions. If there is concern regarding these regulations, please 
contact your local DNR office. 

http://www.glrppr.org/glmst/Mercury-Emissions-Reduction-Strategy.pdf
http://www.healthylakes.org/policy/great-lakes-regional-collaboration-strategy/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p4/p45368-09.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/AirQuality/documents/AMstaffdir.pdf
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• s. NR 429.03 - All sources of air emissions (including crematories) are required to 
regulate objectionable odors. 

• s. NR 431.05 - Visible exhaust at the facility may not exceed 20% opacity. (The 
higher the opacity the more dense and less transparent the smoke appears. Note: 
As temperatures drop, steam can look like thick smoke.) 

• ss. NR 415.03 and s. NR 404.04 - The facility may not emit quantities of particulate 
matter that substantially contribute to exceeding an outdoor air quality health 
standard or create air pollution. Additional information on particulate matter can be 
found on the DNR’s particle pollution web page. 

 

 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 

• For more Information on this issue, please contact your local DNR office. 
• For more information on mercury, please visit dnr.wi.gov. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Bureau of Air Management 
Box 7921- AM/7 
Madison, WI 53707 
PHONE 608-266-7718 
FAX 608-267-0560 

 
DISCLAIMER —This document is intended solely as guidance and does not contain any mandatory 
requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are referenced. This guidance 
does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations and is not finally determinative of any of the issues 
addressed. This guidance does not create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation with the State of 
Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources. Any regulatory decisions made by the Department of 
Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this guidance will be made by applying the governing statutes 
and administrative rules to the relevant facts. 

 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in employment, programs, 
services and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have any questions, please write to Equal 
Opportunity Office, Department of Interior, Washington, DC 20240. 

 
This publication is available in alternative format (large print, Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request. Please 
contact the Bureau of Air Management, phone 608-266-7718, for more information. 
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http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/AirQuality/documents/AMstaffdir.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Mercury/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/airquality/particles.html



