
   The hunting tradition has been an integral 
part of Wisconsin’s history and culture.  Hunting 
also has a $1.4  billion impact on our economy 
and supports 26,000 jobs in Wisconsin.

 Our Learn to Hunt program is critical to 
the future of hunting.  It is designed to introduce 
novice hunters to Wisconsin’s cherished outdoor 
heritage.

 The Learn to Hunt program partners nov-
ice hunters, both youth and adults, with qualified 
instructors and hunting mentors. 

         We need people like you to help develop 
the next generation of hunters.  Passing on your 
expertise and enthusiasm are critical to the future 
of hunting in Wisconsin.

 Please consider participating in the Learn 
to Hunt programs. The future depends on you.

 Please  join us!

Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources

Learn to Hunt

Giving youth and novice hunters a safe and 
rewarding first-time hunting experience un-
der the guidance of an experienced mentor.

Mentoring at a glance…

As Theodore Roosevelt once said, “Those of us 
privileged to take the field are entrusted by fate 
and circumstance to hold and nurture the hunt-
er’s legacy.” 

The Learn to Hunt program needs people like you. 
People who understand that outdoor recreation is 
an important part of Wisconsin’s identity, econo-
my, and quality of life.

A mentor may be a safety course instructor, a 
parent, an adult guardian of the participant, or any 
other adult who wants to support the continuation 
of our hunting tradition. All mentors shall have 
at least five years hunting experience with the 
animal to be hunted and pass a background check.  
As a seasoned hunter, you will act as a chaperone 
to the assigned novice hunter, assisting with any 
hunting-related questions or situations that may 
arise in the field during the actual hunt. 

Mentors cannot hunt or kill the game for the
participant. They should not handle the firearm 
used by the participant, unless the firearm jams 
and the participant requires help to get it back in 
working condition. Unless otherwise excepted, 
mentors participating in a Learn to Hunt program 
shall comply with all Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources Rules and Regulations.



What are the benefits?
 Surveys show people hunt for a wide 
variety of reasons: enjoy nature, food, relaxation 
and the company of friends and family.
Hunters gain an appreciation of the natural world 
and recognize the importance of conservation of 
our natural resources.

How do I get involved?
 To learn more about enrolling as a Learn 
to Hunt student or becoming a Learn to Hunt 
mentor, please contact your local Department of 
Natural Resources conservation warden or
wildlife biologist.  You may also contact the Learn 
to Hunt coordinator at 608-576-5243 or by email:
dnrlelearntohunt@wisconsin.gov
 
Visit online for more information: dnr.wi.gov
and Search DNR for “LEARN TO HUNT”

• Connect with new and experienced hunters
• Discover the many reasons why people hunt
• Share your hunting stories, pictures, and videos
• Find hunting events or promote your own
• Get hunting news from around the state and na-
tion
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
 EMAIL INFO@HUNTERSNETWORK.ORG

 What is the “Learn to Hunt” program?
 
 An educational program to help beginning 
hunters experience a high quality, first-time hunt 
with the aid of experienced hunting mentors.
 The volunteer program is led by skilled 
hunting volunteer mentors with the aid of local 
DNR wildlife biologists and/or conservation war-
dens. What’s truly unique about this program is 
that these hunts can take place outside the normal 
hunting season. That means mentors are available 
to help teach and guide the novice hunters, and 
there’s less competition with other hunters in the 
field.

 Who may participate in a Learn to Hunt
 program?
 
 A “novice participant” who is 10 years old 
or older, who has not received an approval
authorizing hunting in any prior hunting license 
year, including a class B bear license, for the 
species that will be pursued in the specific
educational outdoor skills activity they desire to 
attend. 

 Do novice participants in this program have to 
have completed Hunter Safety Education?
 
 No. Participants do not have to be enrolled 
in or have completed a Hunter Education class 
prior to a Learn to Hunt Program.

 What game animals can be hunted in a
 Learn to Hunt Program?

 Remember, participants are first-time hunt-
ers and their skill level is quite minimal.  While 
all game animals are eligible for this program, 
the DNR strongly encourages applicants to select 
game animals appropriate for the individual 
circumstances of the first-time hunter.
 Applicants select only one game animal 
for the Learn to Hunt program.  This reduces the 
amount of information a participant must learn 
before participating in the actual mentored hunt.  
 The Learn to Hunt program is a structured 
program that introduces novice hunters to a vari-
ety of hunting experiences with game like; squir-
rels or rabbits, dove, waterfowl, pheasant, turkey, 
deer and bear.

Dedicated to the Recruitment 
and Retention of Hunters

Join our Facebook Fan Page
or sign up for hunting news at
www.huntersnetwork.org


