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SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 

Item No. 3 • B • 1 • 

Request that the Board adopt emergency Board Order WM-04-15(E) , proposed rules affecting Ch. NR 10 related to 
establishing an early teal season and modifications to the mourning dove hunting season. 

FOR: June 2015 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Kent Van Horn, Migratory Bird Specialist 

SUMMARY: 
The department proposes an early teal season in Wisconsin for 2015 that would begin on September 1 and continue 
through September 7. Only blue-winged and green-winged teal could be harvested. The daily bag limit would be 6 teal. 
Shooting hours on opening day begin at 9 am and close at 7 pm. Shooting hours from September 2 through 7 will begin 
at sunrise and close at 7 pm. This would be Wisconsin's second early teal hunting season. 

This rule would also extend the mourning dove hunting season. At a 2014 meeting of about 20 states that are part of the 
Eastern Dove Management Unit, a recommendation was approved to increase the dove hunting season from 70 to 90 
days across the management unit. 

For over 40 years, several states in the southern part of the Mississippi Flyway have been offered an additional duck 
hunting season for teal only when blue-winged teal populations were high but northern "production" states were excluded 
because of concern over mistaken harvest of mallards in an early duck season in the nesting region for mallards. 
Wisconsin waterfowl hunters have questioned this historic decision and asked the Department to continue to explore 
opportunities for Wisconsin . As a result of these efforts, the USFWS offered an early teal season to the production states 
(WI , MN, Ml and lA) for the first time in 2014 following an assessment of the harvest potential for teal which suggests that 
the teal population can sustain much higher harvest than it has experienced in recent years. 

Blue-winged teal are an early migrating bird whose numbers may be low or declining due to migration from the state 
when the normal duck seasons begin at the end of September or early October. Many hunters are likely to appreciate the 
opportunity to hunt this species earlier during the fall season when they may be more abundant. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board adopt emergency Board Order WM-04-15(E). 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
~ background memo 
~ Fiscal estimate and economic impact analysis (EIA) form 
~ Response summary 

Approved by 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director 

Sanjay Olson, Division Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

~ Attachments to background memo 
D Environmental assessment or impact statement 
~ Board order/rule 

Signature Date 

Department rule coordinator- LS/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/June/June-2015-NRB-agenda.html



























