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SUBJECT: Request approval of a wolf harvest quota and establish the number of licenses to issue for the 201 4- 2015 wolf 
hunting and trapping season. 

FOR: June 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: David MacFarland, Carnivore Staff Specialist 

SUMMARY: 

Annually the department proposes wolf harvest quotas and establishes the number of harvest licenses to issue. For 2014 
we are requesting your approval of a 2014-15 wolf season quota of 156 and permit number 10 times the state-licensed 
quota following adjustment in response to tribal declaration. The zone specific quotas are recommended as follows: 

Zone 1 -33 

Zone 2- 16 

Zone 3- 41 

Zone 4 -9 

Zone 5-21 

Zone 6-36 


We anticipate this quota will continue to reduce the wolf population, but at a slower r.ate than last year. 

Quota recommendations were made by the Wolf Advisory Committee in consideration of the following factors: observed 
mortality rates in 2012-13 and 2013-14, projected 2014-15 non-harvest mortality, population impacts of the last 2 harvest 
seasons, the current management plan and the current plan writing process, legal challenges to delisting, the diverse views 
ofWisconsin citizens, our early and somewhat limited understanding of how harvest affects the state's wolf population, and 
projected 201 4-15 quota impacts. 

Wolves were delisted as a federally protected species on January 27, 2012. The legislature passed 2011 Wisconsin Act 
169 to authorize the hunting and trapping of wolves. Act 169 required the adoption of emergency rules to implement the 
first season in 2012, with the emergency rule to remain In effect until a permanent rule is promulgated. In December 2012, 
the Natural Resources Board approved taking a permanent rule to hearings. These hearings will be held la ter this year In 
anticipation of Board action in February, 2015. At that time, the department plans to bring the permanent rule language 
and an updated wolf management plan to the Board for approval. 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval of a wolf harvest quota and number of licenses to issue for the 2014 - 2015 wolf hunting 
and trapping season. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
[gl Background memo D NA 
D NA D NA 

Approved by Signature Date 

Tom Hauge, Bureau Director 

Kurt Thiede, Administrator 

~ 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/June/June-2014-NRB-agenda.html



















