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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition — Statewide Public Access — Sawyer County

FOR: APRIL 2014 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 0.57 acres of land from Arlene Bleuel for $185,000.00 for
Statewide Public Access in Sawyer County, The item is being submitted because the purchase price is greater than
$150,000,

The Bleuel tract is located two miles east of Stone Lake within the Township of Sand Lake, in western Sawyer
County. It is adjacent to existing Department owned land which contains the only boat landing on Sand Lake,

The parcel is an irregular triangle shape and contains 240 feet of sandy shoreline. The subject is improved with a 16’
by 20’ (320 sq. ft.) three-season cabin set on field stone/concrete piers and an 8’ by 10’ utility shed. The cabin is
served with an electrical lateral, a private well, and a septic holding tank, The cabin would be offered for sale on an
auction website and if not sold, would be razed. The utility shed might be utilized at another location and if not it
would be sold or razed. The well, septic holding tank and electrical utility would be properly abandoned. If needed,
reclamation costs are estimated not to exceed $4900.

Access to the subject is currently provided along an easement road that traverses property west of the subject
connecting to Elsie Road. If this property is acquired it will be accessed from adjacent DNR land east of the subject,

Sand Lake is a very heavily used 928-acre lake with a maximum depth of 50 feet that has good fish habitat and is
used for water recreation. It is an excellent walleye lake and also has a high quality panfish population.

There is only one public landing on the lake which is adjacent to the Bleuel parcel. Each year the thick ice that
accumulates on the lake moves the existing boat ramp, which lies at an odd angle, towards the shore, causing
maintenance issues every spring, Then the combination of wave action and powerloading washes out and undermines
the outer corner of the concrete ramp which drops lower. Staff has had to excavate and pour new concrete several
times in the past years to try to alleviate the problem. Department Engineers have advised that the best solution to
the problem is relocating the ramp to the north of the existing location to deeper water in order to bury the toe of the
ramp deep enough to prevent the ice from pushing, and correcting the aspect to make it perpendicular to the
shoreline. Correcting the aspect would also improve vehicle access, Unfortunately the Department’s present
ownership is not large enough to move the ramp and correct the aspect without encroaching on the Bleuel property.

The Sand Lake Shore Owners Association has pressured Department staff for many years to make the proposed
changes. The association supports this proposed acquisition and has provided a written commitment to contribute
$1,000 towards the purchase price.

Acquisition of the Bleuel parcel would make it possible to move the ramp and correct all of the issues related to the
existing ramp and improve access to Sand Lake. It would offer more opportunities for shore fishing on one of the
state’s premier walleye fishing lakes,

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approves the purchase of 0.57 acres of land from Arlene Bleuel for $185,000 for Statewide
Public Access in Sawyer County and accept the gift of $1,000 from the Sand Lake Shore Owners
Association,

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:
No [X] Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [ ] Attached

No Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required Yes [ ] Attached
No[] Background Memo Yes [X] Attached


http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/April/April-2014-NRB-agenda.html
http:185,000.00

CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

March 14, 2014 FILE REF: FM 10197
Scott Walker

Cathy Stepp

SUBJECT; Proposed Land Acquisition, Arlene Bleuel Tract, File # FM 10197,

Option Expires June 29, 2014

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Public Access
Sawyer County

Grantor:

Arlene Bleuel
4334 Elm Street
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Acres: 0.57

Price: $185,000

Appraised Value: $185,000

Interest: Fee Title

Improvements: 3 season cabin, utility shed, well and septic

Location: The property is located 3 miles east of Stone Lake in Sawyer County,

Land Description: The subject land is level with slight elevation relief to the lake; sandy shoreline with little
vegetation.

Covertype Breakdown:
Type Acreage
Upland Woodland 0.57

Total: | 0.57

Zoning: Rural Residential and Shorefand
Present Use: Recreational/Investment
Proposed Use: Public Recreation
Tenure: 46 years

Property Taxes: $2675.85
Option Date: March 1, 2014

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor recreational
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross country skiing.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department has negotiated an option to purchase a 0,57 acre parcel in fee title from Arlene Bleue! for $185,000,

The subject tract is located within the Township of Sand Lake in western Sawyer County. The subject is

immediately adjacent to existing DNR land which contains the only boat landing on Sand Lake. The parcel is an
imegular triangle shape and contains 240 feet of shoreline frontage on Sand Lake, The subject is improved with

a 16” by 20” (320 sq. ft.) three-season cabin set on field stone/concrete piers and an 8’ by 10’ utility shed. The

cabin is served with an electrical lateral, a private well, and a septic holding tank. The cabin would be offered

for sale on an auction website and if' not sold, would be razed. The utility shed might be utilized at another Printed an
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location and if not it would be sold or razed. The well, septic holding tank, and electrical utility would be properly
abandoned. Ifneeded, reclamation costs are estimated not to exceed $4900.

Access to the subject is currently provided along an easement road that traverses property west of the subject
connecting to Elsie Road. If this property is acquired it will be accessed from adjacent DNR land east of the subject.

Sand Lake is a very heavily used 928-acre lake with 2 maximum depth of 50 feet that has good fish habitat and is
used for water recreation. It is an excellent walleye lake in and also has a high quality panfish population.

There is only one public landing on the lake which is located adjacent to the Bleuel parcel, Each year the thick ice
that accumulates on the lake moves the existing boat ramp, which lies at an odd angle, towards the shore, causing
maintenance issues every spring, Then the combination of wave action and powerloading washes out and
undermines the outer corner of the concrete ramp which drops lower. Staff has had to excavate and pour new
concrete several times in the past years to try to alleviate the problem. Department Engineers have advised that the
best solution to the problem is relocating the ramp to the north of the existing location to deeper water in order to
bury the toe of the ramp deep enough to prevent the ice from pushing, and correcting the aspect to make it
perpendicular to the shoreline. Correcting the aspect would also improve vehicle access. Unfortunately the
Department’s present ownership is not large enough to move the ramp and correct the aspect without encroaching on
the Bleuel property.

In addition, there is an outlet of the lake that flows directly adjacent to the ramp which is part of an original stream
that connected Sand and Whitefish Lakes. This flow has a tendency to cause the landing to silt in and make the
depth of the water in this location a problem, creating an uneven hole at the end of the ramp and shallow depth some
distance out from the end of the ramp. This makes loading and unloading boats of any size difficult. Also at some
point the existing stream on the south boundary of the DNR property is supposed to be re-routed back to its original
course, which was altered to construct fish rearing ponds as part of the hatchery system some years ago. Acquiring
the land could prevent future issues pertaining to the re-route of the stream. Staff has asked Ms. Bleuel if she would
consider selling only that portion of her property which would allow DNR to correct the ramp angle and she
indicated she prefers to sell the entire parcel.

The Sand Lake Shore Owners Association has pressured Department staff for many years to make the proposed
changes. The association supports this proposed acquisition and has provided a written commitment to contribute
$1,000 towards the purchase price.

Acquisition of the Bleuel parcel would make it possible to move the ramp and correct all of the issues related to the
existing ramp and improve access to Sand Lake. It would offer more opportunities for shore fishing on one of the
state’s premier walleye fishing lakes.

LAND MANAGEMENT:

The cabin would be offered for sale on an auction website and if not sold, would be razed. The utility shed may be
used by staff at another location or may be sold or razed. The well and septic will be properly abandoned. The
parcel would be managed for public access as part of the existing ownership adjacent to the subject with an
emphasis on accessibility. The program would apply for USFWS Sport Fish Restoration (SFR) grant funds to pay
for ramp construction and on-going management of the site will be supported by an SFR grant as well. This
acquisition will allow the site to be reconfigured and eliminate costly annual maintenance costs caused by the ice
and waves.

FINANCING:
State Stewardship bond funds are anticipated:
Funds allotted to program: Balance after proposed transaction:
£450,500 £250,206

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE PUBLIC ACCESS:

Established: 1969
Acres Purchased to Date: 1,225.13
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Directions to 6025 N Elsie Rd, Stone Lake, WI

Google

274 mi — about 4 hours 13 mins
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