


CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

March 26, 2012 FILE REF; FM 10147
Natural Resources Board

Cathy Stepp

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, Naturat Heritage Land Trust

Tract, File # FM 10147

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Statewide Habitat Areas
Adams County

Grantor:

Natural Hertitage Land Trust

¢/o: James Welsh, Executive Director
303 S. Paterson St, #6

Madison, WI 53703

Acres: 10.23
Price: Gift
Appraised Value: $30,700

Interest: Fee Title Donation
Improvements: None

Location: The tract is located in Adams County 11 miles west of Wisconsin Dells
Land Description: The subject land is level.

Covertype Breakdown:
I Type Acreage
Wetland 7.33
Water 2.90

Total: | 10.23

Zoning: Secondary Agriculture, unbuildable all in floodplain, wetlands

Present Use: Recreation

Proposed Use: Fish & Wildlife Habitat, public outdooor recreation, DNR Refuge lands
Tenure: 4 years - this parcel, surrounding land 17-years

Gift Letter Date: March 12, 2012

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor
recreational activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross country skiing. Seasonal
closing for waterfowl refuge.

JUSTIFICATION:

)

Printed on
Recycled
Paper



The Natural Heritage Land Trust has offered to donate 10.23-acres of land to the Departinent for the Amey
Pond Wildlife Refuge — a Statewide Habitat Area. This property adds the last privately held water frontage
parcel at the north end of Amey Pond to the existing 223.66 acres of DNR ownership. This is a key parcel

needed to control water frontage and public access to Amey Pond and its significant fishery and waterfowl
habitat.

Amey Pond and the surrounding landscape includes wetlands important for northern pike and panfish. The
department efforts to protect shoreline were initially aimed at benefiting spawning habitat for fish entering
via a channel from Lake Mason to the north. Later, the Department set up a waterfolw refuge for Amey
Pond; waterfowl] breed and stage throughout the area.

Acquisition is recommended to protect and consolidate state ownership in this refuge and to put all the
water frontage of Amey Pond WL Refuge in DNR ownership. This would allow public use and natural
resource mmanagement protection for the many wildlife and fish species that inhabit the refuge.
FINANCING:

No iand acquisition funding is required for this transaction. The Natural Heritage Land Trust received

$15,350 from a USFW-NAWCA grant toward their acquisition of this property and a $15,350 stewardship
grant,

ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE STATEWIDE HABITAT AREAS:

Established: 1969
Acres Purchased to Date: 7,831.20
Acguisition Goal: 10,172.61 acres

Percent Complete: 76,98 %
Cost to Date; $8,608,862.54

RECOMMENDED:
” ( 2.2 G - / 2
Richard E. Steffes, Real Estate Director 77 Date

Ko tewn 3/2’?/ 12

Kristin A, Hess, Bureau of Legal Services Date

328/

Kurt}!(ede, Land Division Administrator Drate




Acknowledgment of Gift

This is to certify that at its April 2012 meeting, the Natural Resources Board
gratefully accepted gift of 10.23 acres of land in Adams County for the Statewide
Habitat Areas from

The Natural Heritage Land Trust

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on

behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity.

Natural Resources Board

David Clausen, CHAIR
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