





CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

State of Wisconsin

September 19, 2011 FILE RETF: NA 20067
Natural Resources Board

Cathy Stepp

SUBJECT: Proposed Land Donation, The Nature Conservancy

Tract, Fite NA 20067

PARCEL DESCRIPTION:

Chiwaukee Prairie Natural Area
Kenosha County

Grantor:

The Nature Conservancy
Attn: Patricia Stocking
333 Main 5t.

Madison, W1 53703

Interest: Fee Title
Improvements: None

Location: The property is located one mile south of the City of Kenosha.
Land Description: The subject land is level,

Covertype Breakdown: Type: Acreage:

Wet Prairie 4.42

Zoning: Natural and Scientific Resource Conservancy District

Present Use: Vacant land

Proposed Use: Natural Area Profection and Public Qutdoor Recreation
Tenure: Long Term

Agreement Date: April 7, 2011

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for hiking, nature appreciation and
cross-country skiing. Proximity to residences prechide hunting and trapping. Since no Stewardship funding
is needed for this gift, provisions of s, 23.0916, Stats. do not apply.

JUSTIFICATION:

The Department has opportunity to accept a 4.42 acre gift of land for the Statewide Naturat Area Program
from The Nature Conservancy to protect an important Lake Michigan wetland prairie complex and for
public recreation. Chiwaukee Prairie Natural Area is located south of the City of Kenosha and borders
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Lake Michigan and the Illinois state line. The Department recominends acceptance of the parcel to allow
for natural area management, to protect the natiral values of the site, and to provide opportunities for
public recreation on the state natural area.

Chiwaukee Prairie Natural Area was established in 1985 as a cooperative project with the University of
Wisconsin-Parkside and The Nature Conservancy. The project will protect the natural area values of the
property while providing public access for scientific, educational, and limited recreational use. The
project is a ridge and swale-wetland complex formed by a series of beach ridges and dunes left by receding
water levels of Glacial Lake Chicago. Most of the area is wetland, which includes scarce prairie wetland
and fens that have changed little in the last 250 years. Rare plants and animals, including several
state-listed species, live here. The Chiwaukee Prairie area has been recognized as a National Natural
Landmark by the National Park Service,

Barnes Prairie, a unit of the Chiwaukee Prairie Natural Area, is a small remnant of a once extensive wet
mesic prairie which stretched for seven miles along the coast of Lake Michigan in Kenosha County,
Wisconsin and into the state of Tilinois. Larger examples of this prairie type exist to the south and east on
Departnient of Natural Resources and The Nature Conservancy lands that are known as Chiwaukee Prairie
and lllinois Beach State Park. Rare species such as Ohio goldenrod, smooth phlox and tuberous indian
plaintain are present at Barnes Prairie.

The Department recommends the acceptance of this gifl of fand from The Nature Conservancy to allow for
natural area management, to protect the natural values of the site, and to provide opportunities for public
recreation.

3, FINANCING:

No funding is required for this transaction, .

4, ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE CHIWAUKEE PRAIRIE NATURAL AREA

Established: 1985
Acres Purchased to Date: 449.58

Acquisition Goal: 4000 acres

Percent Complete: 112 %
Cost to Date: $2,164,383

RECOMMENDED:
Richard E. Steffes, Real Es't’-e'zte DiréCtor Date
- B .
%W{(% 9 / 20/ )
Kris Hess, Bureau of Legal Services Date '

F

74 722/
Kurt »1i;je, Admi’nistrator V Date

/
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Acknowledgment Of Gift

This is to certify that at its October 2011 meeting, the Natural Resources Board
gratefully accepted gift of 4.42 acres of land in Kenosha County for the Chiwaukee
Prairie-Carol Natural Area from

The Nature Conservancy

It is significant that organizations such as yours are interested in helping
protect Wisconsin’s natural heritage and contribute materially toward this end.

An expression of our appreciation is a part of the official records of the
Natural Resources Board. We present this certificate of sincere appreciation on

behalf of present and future generations to thank you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity.

Natural Resources Board

David Clausen, Chair
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