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NATURAL RESOUnCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM 

SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - BIG BAY STATE I'ARK - ASHLAND COUNTY 

FOR: FEBRUARY 2010 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes 

3 .B.6 
11 ': 111 No. _ ____ _ 

SUMMARY: The Depmtment has obtained an option to purchase 40 acres ofland R·om Michael Mattingly for $240,000 for 
Big Bay State Park in Ashland County. 

The parcel is located within the boundaries of Big Bay State Park on Madeline Island , which is the largest and most 
developed island of the Apostle Islands. The parcel, one of the last in -holdings within the project boundary, is 
locatcd Icss than six miles east of the Village of La Pointe, the only village on the island. The property is adjacent to 
state-owned lands along the nOI1h, east and west sides. Cover type is primarily wooded with a mixture of northern 
hardwoods, oak and aspen. Acquisition of this parcel will protect the natural values of the property and provide 
opportunities for public recreation at Big Bay State Park. 

Big Bay State Park was established in 1963. Public facilities at the park include picnic areas, campground (family 
and group si tes and an indoor group camp) nine miles of trails, interpretive programs, and a ) .5-mile sand beach. 
ferryboats operate on regular schedu les between Bayfield and La Pointe from April through December. Purchase of 
the Mattingly parcel will provide land for state park usc. It will also help keep the area in a natural condition. The 
town road on the south edge of the parcel serves as the park's entrance road. 

RECOM M ENDA TlON: That the Board approve acquisition of 40 acres for $240,000 for big Bay State Park. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No ~ Fiscal Estimate Required 
No r8l Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

APPROVED: 

llinistrator, Laur 

~~ 
Secretary, Matthew J. Frank - AD/8 

cc: S. Miller - LF/6 
R. Steffes - LF/6 
L. Ross - AD/S 
D. Schu ller - PRl6 
J. Godzialski - NORISpooner 

Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 0 Attached 
Yes ~ Attached 

Date 

JI-~/[O 
Date / 7 

Date 



State of Wisconsin 
CORRESPONDENCEIMEMORANDUM 

DATE: Febnmry 4, 20 I 0 

TO: Governor Doyle 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Matthew J. 7~ 
Proposed Land Acquisition, Mattingly Tract, File # PR 40069, 
Option Expires March 23, 20 I 0 

I. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Big Bay State Park 
Ashland County 

Grantor: 

Michael Mattingly 
3255 Lyndale Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

Acres: 40 
Price: $240,000 
Appraised Value: $240,000 
Interest: Fee Title Purc;hase 
Improvements: None 

FILE REF: PR 40069 

Location: The property is located in Ashland County about six miles east of La Pointe in the Town of La Pointe. 
Land Description: The subject land is mostly level. 

COVCln'pe Breakdown: 

Zoning: Wilderness Preservation 
Present Use: Re~reation 

Type: 

Upland Woodland 
Lowland Woodland 
TOTAL: 

Proposed Usc: Resource protection and public recreation 
Tenure: 8 years 
Properly Taxes: $3,032 
Option Date: December 24, 2009 

Acreage: 

25 
12 
40 

Stew"rdship Land Access: This properly will be open to the public for hunting, fishing, (although there is 
no water resource here) hiking and cross~colilltry skiing. Trapping is not allowed by state statute 
(s. 29.089(1), Stats.) in statc parks. Wisconsin state parks, by statute, arc wildlife refuges. The slale parks 
system promotes watchable wildlife activities, natural resource education and research. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

The Depr:rtmcnt prop~ses to purchase the 40-acre Mattingly trnet located within the boundaries of Big Bay 
State Park on Madeline Island, which is the largest and most developed island of the Apostle Islands in 
Ashland County about 15 miles north of City of Ashland. The parcel, one of the last in-holdings within the 
project boundary, is located less than six miles east oCthe Village of La Pointe, the only village on the 
island. Cover type is primarily wooded with a mixture of northern hardwoods, oak and aspen. The 
property is adjacent to state~owned lands along the north, east and west boundary and by a town road (the 
park entrance ro"d) on the south side. The parcel is forested like the adjoining state park I"nd. Acquisition 
of this parcel will proteci the nalural values of the propert)' and provide opp0l1unities for public recreation 
at I3ig Bay State Park. Prim<d on 

R~'FI~J 
PJp.:r 
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Big Bay State Park was established in 1963. Public facilities at the park include picnic areas, campground 
(family and group sites and an indoor group camp) nine miles of trails, interpretive programs, and a 
1.5-mile sand beach. Ferryboats operate on regular schedules between Bayfield and La Pointe fi'om April 
through December. This propelty will benefit the state by adding to the project area of Big Bay State Park. 
Its purchase will also help keep the area in a natural condition. The town road on the south edge of the 
property serves as the park's entrance road. 

The Depaltment recommends acquisition of the 40-acre Mattingly parcel to allow management, to provide 
for public recreation and natural resomces education and to consolidate state ownership in the project 
boundary. 

3. FINANCING: 

State Stewardship Parks (FY I 0) bond funds are anticipated: 

Funds allotted to program: 
$1,000,000 

4. ACQUISITION STATUS OF THE BIG BAY STATE PARK: 

Established: 1963 
Acres Purchased to Date: 2,433.10 
Acquisition Goal: 2,692.96 
Percent Complete: 90.35% 
Cost to Date: $615,184.50 

5. APPRAISAL: 

Appraiser: Lee Steigerwaldt 
Valuation Date: June 10,2009 
Appraised Value: $240,000 
Highest and Best Use: Residential and Recreation 

Allocation of Values: 

a. land: 40 acres @ $6,000 per acre: $240,000 
b. market data approach used, eight comparable sales cited 
c. adjusted value range: $4,961 to $6,987 per acre 

Appraisal Review: Peter Wolter - July 28, 2009 

RECOMMENDED: 

Laurie Osterndorf 

RES:dv 

Balance after proposed transaction: 
$111,710 

Date 

2'o/-2(UO 
Date 








