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SUBJECT: LAND ACQUISITION - STATEWIDE NATURAL AREA - SAWYER COUNTY
FOR: AUGUST 2009 BOARD MEETING

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Richard Steffes

SUMMARY: The Department has obtained an option to purchase 400 acres of land from Helania, Ltd. for $1,720,000 for the
Statewide Natural Area — Wild Lakes Program in Sawyer County. The item is being submitted due to the level of the purchase price.

The Statewide Natural Area program was established in 1972 to protect the best remaining examples of Wisconsin's native vegetation
as well as habitat for endangered and threatened plants and animals. Natural areas will help protect the natural diversity of the
landscape and preserve for future generations a living history of the past. Under the Natural Areas Program, the Department has
treated a Wild lakes Initiative as pristine lakes in Wisconsin are rapidly disappearing due to development. The purpose of the Wild
Lakes Program is to protect and preserve high quality endangered wild lakes. The goals of the program are achieved through the use
of easements and land acquisition. For the purpose of the Stewardship program, a “wild lake” is defined as a lake or flowage of at

< least five acres, or significant portions thereof, identified in the Wisconsin registrar of waterbodies, where human influence, such as
structural development of its shorelands, is not significant or can be removed at reasonable costs. Natural areas are used for study by

— elementary to college age school groups and researchers as well as the general public. Other recreational activities such as hiking,

cross-country skiing, fishing, and hunting are also popular.

The 400-acre property encompasses Lake Helane, a 51-acre seepage lake located in northern Sawyer County, and classified as a wild
lake in the Department’s Statewide Natural Areas Wild Lakes Program. Lake Helane is a soft water, seepage lake, with
approximately 11,350 feet of shoreline and a maximum depth of 27 feet. The lake bottom is mostly sand and gravel, with very good
water clarity. Fisheries consist primarily of bass and pan fish. Lake Helane has two separate basins with a narrow navigable channel
connecting the two lobes. The northwestern basin is slightly larger and features two islands, which are included in this purchase.

Lake Helane ranks high as a wild lake and with acquisition would be protected from further development pressure. Scattered boggy
wetlands with leatherleaf, cranberry, and various sedges surround the lake. While the uplands have seen recent timber harvest, the
lake and its immediate shore still contain a very high quality northern dry-mesic forest dominated by red and white pine. Birds
surveyed include belted kingfisher, olive-sided flycatcher, least flycatcher, golden-winged warbler, Nashville warbler, black and white
warbler, mourning warbler, black-throated blue warbler, and Baltimore oriole.

The property also includes a four-acre pond, is comprised of 91 percent upland, and nine percent lowland, with moderate to sharply
rolling topography. The land is enrolled in the Managed Forest Tax Law Program and was cut approximately 15 years ago, leaving a
forest cover of young aspen, white birch, and pole-sized, mixed northern hardwoods along with scattered red and white pine. The
lowland areas are mainly keg-brush scattered with small conifers and swamp hardwoods.

The property is improved with a one-story seasonal cabin, a 10 by 20-foot quonset-type metal storage shed, and a 12 by 16-foot
boathouse with pier. The landowners will be reserving a 10-year tenancy on the land surrounding these improvements, approximately
five to nine acres in size. However, the majority of the land and lake is still fully accessible by the public from the town road, and
other than the area under the tenancy reservation, the property will be open to hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and skiing for public
recreation. Once the tenancy term is up, the Department will have full management of the improved area.

A town road, Lake Helane Road, skirts the lake along the northwestern edge, providing public access along the right-of-way.
However, the steep terrain has been causing some erosion and run-off issues. If acquired, the Department intends to develop a
carry-in site for lake access at a more suitable location on another portion of the property. There is no adjacent or proximate state

lands to the property. However, it adjoins a large block of Sawyer County forestland on the west, north, and east. Private tracts
border the subject to the south and east.

Acquiring the subject property will allow the Department to provide additional opportunities for public recreation and to better protect
the natural and scenic resources of this site by preventing uses incompatible with the goals of the project and by promoting natural
resource management.

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of 400.0 acres of land for $1,720,000 for the Statewide Natural Area
in Sawyer County.



LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS:

No [ Fiscal Estimate Required Yes [] Attached
No Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required ~ Yes [] Attached

No[] Background Memo Yes [ Attached
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Helania Ltd. Fee
T42N RO7W Sec. 15 & 16, Town of Spider Lake, Sawyer County, Wi
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