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Wisconsin Conservation Congress 
Habitat Study Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 

 
 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
October 
4/2012 7pm Tele Conference Call 

 
 
 

I. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 
 

A.  CALL TO ORDER   

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY Roger Sabota at 7:01pm 
 

B. ROLL CALL 

ATTENDEES 
Robert Erdman, Ron Weber, Roger Sabota, Steve Budnik Nick Schertz, Arlan Heistad, Hugh Hatch,  
Richard Halverson, James Thomas,  Ron Lang, Bradley Hasheider, Larry Meyer, Ron Cork, Jason 
Fleener 

EXCUSED Don Camplin 

UNEXCUSED None 

GUESTS None 
 

C. AGENDA APPROVAL/REPAIR   
DISCUSSION None 

ACTION Agenda approved by Richard Halverson and 2nd by James Thomas 
 

D. REVIEW COMMITTEE MISSION STATEMENT   

DISCUSSION 

Roger Sabota read the Habitat statement:  
 
The Habitat Study Committee of the Conservation Congress mission is to ensure that the habitat in the 
State of Wisconsin remains healthy.  We wish to maintain a habitat that will support the wildlife, flora, 
fauna and aquatics of the State of Wisconsin. We further want to halt the spread of invasive species 
throughout the State of Wisconsin. 

ACTION Approved by Richard Halverson and 2nd by Steve Budnick 
 

E. PUBLIC COMMENTS   

DISCUSSION Ron Lang commented that having the telephone conference  was a good idea because of Committee 
members schedules 

ACTION       
 
 
II. INFORMATION & ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. CITIZEN RESOLUTIONS—NONE 
 

B. INCREASING EARLY SUCCESSIONAL HABITAT 
(ASPEN) IN NORTHERN WISCONSIN FORESTS 

 ROGER SABOTA 

DISCUSSION 

Roger Sabota commented that the northern forests are becoming mostly red pine and more aspen 
should be planted when logged. 
Richard Halverson agreed and said it would be good for the grouse. 
James Thomas commented on commercial activity asking how the DNR felt about pine or aspen better 



for pulp, and suggested a tax incentive to plant aspen. 
Richard Halverson suggested to take what grows and do not plant red pines may be enough. 
Ron Weber suggested to find out from GP Lumber what do they raise the forest for? Pulp, poles? Very 
little clear cut, just selective cut. 
Jason Fleener commented there is a Young Forest Inititive off of act 166. Forestry and DNR Trustee = 
start program to clear cut. Task force = work to convince clear cut on is on the table. 
Steve Budnik commented that Kari had sent out an email earlier in the day of 4 pages on the Young 
Forest Inititive and we should all print it off, and read it because it is a good start. Aspen & Alder on 
public land mostly. 
Ron Lang commented he would go along with that suggestion and maybe do partial parts of the 
property at a time.  
Ron Weber suggested we can encourage this but economics will drive what the end result will be. 
Years ago they used to do too much clear cutting and the public has been turned off to it. Not clear 
cutting areas is the number one reason deer are low numbers because of habitat loss and old growth 
forests. We need to cut but in a smarter way. 
Roger Sabota suggested that we should encourage and support the Young forest inititive. 
Robert Urdman suggested clear cutting 2-10 acre cuts to produce better habitat for deer. 
Richard Halverson suggested Wisconsin Woodland in Clark County. Select cut and encourage aspen. 
Roger Sabota asked what action we should take 
Jason Fleener suggested consult private landowners to encourage practices. 
 

ACTION Motion was brought by Ron Weber to stand behind young forest inititive for young forest growth inititive 
and was 2nd by Ron Lang 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None None 
 

C. NESTING HABITAT FOR UPLAND GAME BIRDS & 
SONGBIRDS  BRADLEY HASHEIDER 

DISCUSSION 

Brad Hasheider suggested we promote private land grants and State land grants to help in the removal 
of invasive plants, enhance grasslands for nesting, and promote CRP. Also you can get a hold of 
Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologists for free assistance in helping to decide what is best for your 
property and what grants are available. Also farm owners can work through the USDA’s Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program that provides money to farmers to remove environmentally sensitive 
land from production. The program’s goal is to improve water quality, soil, and wildlife habitat. 
Ron Lang said that it is a battle to get farmers and landowners to do some of this because he knows of 
a property that CRP pays 84.00 per acre and a farmer offered 200.00 per acre to crop it. 
Roger Sabota agreed that grain is so high now that it is a hard sell. 
Jason Fleener suggested that Kevin Wallenfang of the DNR is a great resource for this type of habitat 
enhancement  and knows what grants are available , and Kevin would like to help. Jason can get you 
his contact if anyone is interested. 
Ron Lang suggested that we should take a strong stand on this. 
Jason Fleener said a contact person is Scott Walter. He is a good person and promotes better 
stewards of lands. 
Brad Hasheider suggested that we know it is not possible to ask landowners to not crop their farm land 
and it would not be a good suggestion. But what we can suggest is that if the land owner has marginal 
land that produces less value would be a great help. Fence rows, wet areas, etc. Just a few acres here 
and there is of great value. 
Ron Clark said that Juneau County buys abandoned farms for public use and habitat. 
Nick Shertz said that he has seen in Michigan that on state land they clear cut smaller areas and plant 
food plots. Partial is left for habitat. Farmers lease the crop areas. We would have to find a way to pay 
for something like this. 
Roger Sabota suggested that possibly producing brochures and use education to spread the word and 
Ricchard Halverson agreed that is a good idea. 

ACTION 

Motion was made by Bradley Hasheide to promote land owners to enhance habitat improvement 
through education. 2nd by Steve Budnik. 
Motion was made by James Thomas to encourage Federal and State agencies to promote marginal 
areas of farm into habitat enhancement. 2nd by Steve Budnik 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None None 
 

D. NEW WETLAND BILL, PIPELINES, & OPEN PIT  DON CAMPLIN 
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MINING 

DISCUSSION 

Don Camplin was excused from the meeting and it was discussed if we should put off or now. 
Ron Lang said Cabela’s building was built or is being built on wetlands by Green Bay. Ron asked if 
they are creating new wetlands to replace the one they are destroying. Ron also suggested that you 
cannot fake a wetland. 
Jason Fleener commented on the wetland issue. Jason said that the rule is that for every acre of 
wetland lost. You must restore 1.5 acres of destroyed wetlands. 
Ron Lang said that if any of these wetlands are allowed to be built on it will open up a flood gate of 
wanting to build on wetlands for others. 
Ron Weber said Frack mining is changing land scape and not looking into the future of what the long 
term effects will be. It is at a furious pace because of the money that can be made. Education is the 
key. 
Roger Sabota said that hwy 53 North of EuClaire you can see trains with the sand and it is business. 
Ron Lang talked about the pipeline in SE Wis. That broke and was wondering what damage it did to 
the ground. 
Steve Budnik suggested we should be aware what the new wetlands bill is. 2011 Bill-118 wetlands 
legislature summery and we should read it. 
Jason Fleener said mitigation is a requirement in new bill and makes it easier. 

ACTION No action taken. Was brought up that is would have been nice if Don Camplin could have been 
involved because he had a lot of information. 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None None 
 

E. WETLAND MITIGATION SITES  LARRY MEYER 

DISCUSSION 

Larry Meyer said the Department of Transportation purchased low lands and never remade them into 
wetlands. Without the proper care they are now growing up in invasives and were never managed. The 
DOT is not holding up to their responsibility of the mitigation plan and what or how is that followed up 
on? 
Richard Halverson said to start with the State and then educate. 
Jason Fleener said the Federal Mitigation requirement is to have a plan and monitor for a time but was 
not sure what the time was. There are Enviromental coordinators around the state that would be best to 
call for information and for enforcement information. 
Larry Meyer commented that the mitigation quits when the money runs out for the individual or firm that 
is supposed to repair or replace habitat lost. 
Roger Sabota said the Habitat Committee should call their legislators and demand that they know what 
they are voting on and we need to let them know what they are voting for and what they need to know 
about it and what they should vote for. 

ACTION 

Motion by Richard Halverson. State, DNR, DOT, should inventory and require a plan to return to 
wetlands and be monitored and followed through. Not vote was taken. 
Motion by James Thomas to encourage the Conservation Congress to hold agencies and land owners 
who are doing these projects (habitat loss from disturbance) and hold them accountable to fund the 
project to the end. 2nd by Larry Meyer. 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 

None None 
 

F. DEPARTMENT INFORMATION & UPDATES  JASON FLEENER 

DISCUSSION 

Jason Fleener gave Department updates and information. Wetland Habitat Projects (waterfowl stamp 
program and NAWCA grants) Waterfowl stamp money goes for applying for funding every 2 years. 
700,000.00. One third goes to Manitoba, Canada and private for bird and duck habitat, wetland habitat, 
dikes, invasive species control. There are 19 projects done and 30+ in the works. NAWCA have grants 
from 75,000 to 1,000,000. Wisconsin is 2nd or 3rd in getting these grants. A dozen or so projects going 
on now with this money. 
Ron Cork said the Water Guard has been a huge success and they are training 4 more people for the 
job. Some of these Water Guards are possibly becoming Wardens. There are 12 recruit Wardens 
starting soon. 160 applicants for Wardens applied, 52 went on, and 15 will start academy in 2013. The 
DNR is still short 30-40 Wardens plus more senior people are retiring. 

ACTION None 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE 



None None 
 
 
III. MEMBERS MATTERS 
 

DISCUSSION 

Robert Erdman suggested that once the minutes are done and checked by Roger Sabota that they be 
sent to all the members and attatch the mission statement to it. 
James Thomas asked if there is anymore meetings? Roger Sabota said there is 1 per year usually. 
Ron Lang suggested that we all meet at the annual convention to see each other face to face and get 
to know each other so we can put a face to the name. 
Roger Sabota commented that the DNR employee moral is much better now than it has been in the 
past. 

ACTION None 
 
 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED 8:18 pm 

SUBMITTED BY Bradley Hasheider 

DATE 10/17/12 
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