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TO BE PRESENTED BY: Rebecca Diebel, Division of Forestry Policy Advisor & Paul Strong, CNNF Forest Supervisor 

SUMMARY: 
Good Neighbor Authority (GNA) provides a way for the state to assist the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to increase the level 
of accomplishment, most notably timber sales, on the national forests. By working with the Chequamegon-Nicolet National 
Forest (CNNF) to more fully implement their approved land management plan, we can increase the amount of wood being 
brought to market - a desired outcome our partners and stakeholders in the forestry commnity have been voicing for 
many years. This agreement builds on the good work already being done by the CNNF with their limited resources. 
Successful implementation will also achieve other plan objectives such as desired wildlife habitat. It is important to note 
that this program supplements and adds to the accomplishments of the CNNF; it does not replace the work they are 
currently doing. 

The 2014 Farm Bill and the 2014 FY federal Appropriations Act authorized the Good Neighbor Authority for use across the 
country. It allows the USDA Forest Service to enter into cooperative agreements or contracts with States to allow the 
States to perform watershed restoration and forest management services on National Forest System (NFS) lands without 
cumbersome contracting mechanisms and requirements to use federal processes and procedures. 

Congress did not provide funds to implement projects under these authorities. However, through this authority, states can 
use revenues generated from timber sales to pay for time and ·materials associated with this work. The law does mandate 
that a portion of the income generated must be returned to the USFS to fund accounts the USFS must hold that pay for a 
variety of projects (e.g. reforestation, local aids). The FY'15-17 state budget provided funding to support the Department to 
conduct work while waiting for timber revenue to be realized. As provided for in the budget provision, the funding from the 
State's Forestry Account will be repaid over time with revenues from GNA sales. 
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