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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM Item No. 3 , B 1 1 2 • 

SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Ridgeway Pine Relict State Natural Area - Iowa County 

FOR: MAY 2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 
The Depa1tment has obtained an option to purchase 70.84 acres of land from Philip R. and Donna R. Day for 
$205,500 for the Ridgeway Pine Relict State Natural Area in Iowa County. This item is being submitted because the 
purchase price is $150,000 or more. The Prope1ty is located in the Town of Ridgeway in central Iowa County 
within the project boundary of the Ridgeway Pine Relict SNA. 

The Ridgeway Pine Relict SNA was established by the Natural Resources Board in 1997, with an approved 
acquisition goal of 1,510 acres. To date, 367.72 acres have been acquired in fee title by the Department. The 
Ridgeway Pine Relict SNA was created with the goal of protecting the pine relicts that feature soaring sandstone 
cliffs, numerous rock outcrops, shallow caves and rock shelters. Pine relicts are southern Wisconsin pine forests 
that have persisted since the last glacier receded some 12,000 years ago when a cooler climate was favorable for the 
growth of pine forests. As the climate warmed, prairie and oak woodlands replaced the pine and today remnant pine 
forests remain only on steep slopes and rocky cliffs in the Driftless Area. These rocky outcrops protected the pine 
remnants from fire and allowed the pines to reach old-growth status. The pine re licts at Ridgeway are the best 
remaining in Wisconsin. The relict communities are unlike the northern pine forests in that they contain both 
northern and southem understory plant species. White pine and red pine dominate the tree canopy, while sugar 
maple, mountain maple, yellow birch, and hemlock constitute a smaller component. The ground flora includes 
pipsissewa, shin leaf, wintergreen huckleberry, and Canada mayflower. There is also a high diversity of ferns 
present. 

Other significant features of the property include sandstone cliffs with shaded and open plant communities, diverse 
spring runs, sedge meadows, and dry-mesic prairie. Several species of greatest conservation need are found on or 
near the Day property at Ridgeway Pine Relict. They include three forest interior bird species listed as State
Threatened: Acadian flycatcher, cerulean warbler, and hooded warbler. Black-billed cuckoo, brown thrasher, red
headed woodpecker, whip-poor-will, and eastern meadowlark are also documented as breeding on the site. 

The Day property together with the Marclan prope1ty ( 11 5 acres) immediately adjacent on the east will add an 
additional 186 acres to the Ridgeway Pine Relict and create a 550 acre block of much improved publically 
accessible land near Madison. The properties will provide excellent deer, turkey, squirrel and other hunting and 
trapping opportunities as well as bird watching, hiking, nature study and oppo1tunities for scientific research on the 
unique pine relict species community. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of70.84 acres of land from Philip R. and Donna R. Day for Ridgeway 
Pine Relict State Natural Area the in Iowa County at the price of$205,500. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No [8J Fiscal Estimate Required 
No [8J Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

Yes 0 Attached 
Yes 0 Attached 
Yes [8J Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/May/May-2015-NRB-agenda.html























