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SUBJECT: Wisconsin Youth Conservation Congress initiative update 

FOR: January 2015 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Larry Bonde, WCC VIce-Chair 

SUMMARY: 

Item No. 5 • B • 2 • 

In 2009, the Natural Resources Board asked, "Would you support the concept of establishing a Youth Conservation 
Congress?" on the Spring Hearing questionnaire. The question passed. With favorable input from the citizens, the NRB 
asked the WCC to proceed with getting a Youth Conservation Congress established that would function under the 
umbrella of the Wisconsin Conservation Congress. 

The wee has worked to establish a YCC, and under the current program there are 20 youth from around the state that 
are participating. The program as presently organized has youth attending WCC meetings with their WCC delegate 
mentor. However, the Congress has struggled to identify a more tangible and appealing incentive for the participants that 
would really draw and keep their interest. 

NRB Chair Preston Cole asked Deputy Secretary Moroney to assign a group of DNR staff that could assist the WCC in 
developing their YCC program. Land Division Administrator, Kurt Thiede and WCC Liaison Kari Lee-Zimmermann were 
assigned to lead the effort. The Wisconsin Conservation Congress will provide a brief update to the Board regarding the 
status and recent developments of the Youth Conservation Congress Initiative. 

RECOMMENDATION: Information only 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
0 Background memo [8J Recruitment poster, letter, and program summary 
(8J YCC project proposal [8J Application and consent form 
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