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NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD AGENDA ITEM l lem No. __3_.B • 6.__ 

SUBJECT: Land Exchange - Nine Mile Island State Nntural Area, Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area 
Pepin and Dunn Counties 

FOR: April2015 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: The Depattment has entered into an agreement to exchange 206.39 acres of state land valued at $2 15,606.00 for 
I 17.38 acres of land fi·om Michael P. and Donna J. Hurlburt valued at $198,000.00. The net value di fference of 
$ 17,606.00 wi ll be paid in cash to the Depattment by the Hurlburt's. 

The lands that the Hurlburt 's wish to acquire are located south of the Chippewa River in Durand Township, Pepin 
County, Wisconsin. This site is roughly 2 miles northeast of the City of Durand and 30 miles southwest of the City 
ofEau Claire. The parcel the Depa11ment is transferring represents a portion of the Nine Mile Island State Natural 
Area, and was originally purchased from Mr. Hurlburt in 2005 and John and Kristine Tappe in 1994. The 
Depattmcnt and the general public have had only limited access to this land as access easements to the propet1y are 
very long and diffucult to locate. Consequently the public have often accessed the land by crossing adjoining private 
lands, leading to numerous trespass issues. The exchange agreement requires Hurlbutt to contemporaneously convey 
to the Department a Natural Area Conservation Easement on the land being transferred so that it will remain a part of 
the Nine Mile Island SNA. 

In exchange, the Depattment will receive ti tle to a 11 7.38 acre tract which lies entirely within the boundary of the 
Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area (LCRSNA) project boundary in Dunn County. The parcel the 
Department will acquire is immediately adjacent to a parcel approved for purchase by the Natural Resources Board at 
its December 2014 meeting. There is good access to the 117 acre property along Fuller Road with an existing DNR 
parking lot at the end of Fuller Road, providing excellent access to all oft he Department land in this area. The parcel 
the Department is acquireing lies approximately 5 miles west of the city of Eau Claire and 2 miles east of the village 
of Caryville. The parcel is located directly south and east ofthe Chippewa River, and consists of6,600 feet of river 
frontacge. The property covertypes include dry prairie, upland brush, late-successional barrens, and floodplain forest. 
The parcel lies completely within the noodway of the Chippewa River. A diversiry of special concern bird species 
have been observed at the parcel including grasshopper span·ow, field sparrow, vesper sparrow, lark sparrow, blue­
winged warbler, and American woodcock. 

The parcel the Department is acquiring offers a variety of unique public use opportunities including hunting, fishing, 
trapping, birding, and hiking. Acquisition of the Winter parcel will greatly improve public access and enhance 
existing recreational oppo1tunities around the core block of DNR ownership in the LCRSNA-Powell Lake area, 
which will consists of approximately 853 contigous acres if this parcel is acquired. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the exchange and transfer of 206.39 acres of state land located inside the boundary 
ofthe Nine Mile Island State Natural Area in return for the acquisition of 11 7.38 acres of privately-owned 
land located entirely within the boundary of the Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area and the 
payment of $17,606 in cash to the Department. The exchange is carried out under the authority of s. 23.09 
(2) (e), Wis. Stats. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS: 

No [gj Fiscal Estimate Required 
No t8J Environmental Assessment of Impact Statement Required 
No 0 Background Memo 

Yes D Attached 
Yes D Attached 
Yes [gj Attached 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2015/April/April-2015-NRB-agenda.html



























