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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition - Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area- Eau Claire County 

FOR: OCTOBER 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 299.69 acres of land from Frank and Janet Kopp for $572,000 for 
the Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area in Eau Claire County. The item is being submitted because the 
purchase price exceeds $150,000. 

The proposed acquisition consists ofthree parcels; approximately 249 acres in the town of Brunswick, Eau Clai re 
Counry and approximately 50 acres in the Town of Rock Creek, Dunn County. The parcels lie entirely within the 
Lower Chippewa River State Natural Area (LCRSNA) project boundary and are adjacent to Department owned land. 
This property lies directly south of the Chippewa River and contains 4,800 feet of river shoreline, along with 3,700 
feet of shoreline along Powell Lake. The property consists of dry prairie, upland brush, late-successional barrens, and 
noodplain forest. The parcel has approximately 3700 feet of frontage along f-uller Road (which contains a recently 
constructed parking lot on the Dunn County side), providing much needed walk in access to the LCRSNA parcels in 
Eau Claire County. 

The LCRSNA is a continentally impo11ant conservation landscape; it contains the highest concentration of rare 
species in the state of Wisconsin and harbors many rare natural communities such as floodplain savannas, bluff 
prairies, and southern hardwood forests. The project contains the largest intact floodplain forest in the Midwest. A 
diversity of special concern bird species have been observed at the parcel including grasshopper sparrow, field 
sparrow, vesper sparrow, lark sparrow, blue-winged warbler, and American woodcock. The site has a mixture of 
prairie habitats including degraded yet restorable prairies as well as intact prairie remnants that contain native plant 
species such as hoary puccoon, flowering spurge, porcupine grass, june grass, and spiderwort Acquisition of the 
Kopp prope1ty will contribute to the LCRSNA 's goal of maintaining, restoring, and connecting blocks of noodplain 
forest and the continuum of habitats fi·om uplands to lowlands. 

The southeast portion of the prope11y includes approximately 3,700 feet of shoreline along Powell Lake, a backwater 
shallow lake that is hydrologically connected to the Chippewa River. ln the 1950's, Powell Lake was drained when 
its primary tributary was redirected to flow directly into the Chippewa River. Today, Department staff is sta11ing to 
restore Powell Lake through the construct ion of two dikes designed to capture floodwater; the project is being 
financed through the DNR Waterfowl Stamp Program and is being carried out in partnership with Ducks Unlimited. 

The no11hern portion of the parcel contains more than 20 ponds that were created by previous gravel quarrying 
operations that could be used to provide a diversi ty of potential fishing or wildl ife management opportun it ies. 
Reclamation operations will be necessary to bring some of the ponds into compliance with site standards. Some 
ponds are likely deep enough to manage them as put and take, or put, grow and take trout fisheries. Other ponds arc 
large enough that warmwater fisheries such as largemouth bass and panfish would be a management option. Project 
reclamation could be undertaken by the Depa11ment llabitat Restoration Crew or Regional Field operations at a" 
estimated completion cost of $28,000. 

Since its inception in 2002, the LCRSNA has experienced an outpouring of local support due to the area's 
recreational assets and ecological significance. Numerous conservation groups, including the Lower Chippewa River 
Alliance, Dunn County Fish and Game Association, Durand Sportsman's Club, Rock Falls Sportsman's Club, 
Arkansas Fur, Fish, and Game Club, Downsville Spo11sman's Club, and The Prairie Enthusiasts have all provided 
supp011 through various donations of money, labor, and supplies. 

The Kopp parcel offers a variety of unique public use opportunities including hunting, fishing, trapping, birding, and 
hiking. Acquisition of the Kopp parcel will improve public access opportunities around the core block of Department 
ownership in the LCRSNA-Powell Lake area, which currently consists of approximately 430 acres. This parcel wi ll 
fill in an ownership gap and provide continuity with land management efforts on adjacent properties. This parcel 
may be used as match to help leverage NAWCA grant funding for potential habitat work and/or fu ture acquisitions 
within the Lower Chippewa River SNA project area. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Oct/Oct-2014-NRB-agenda.html



























