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SUBJECT: Land Acquisition- Northern Highland State Forest- Iron County 

FOR:. MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has obtained an option to purchase 240 acres of land from Gary and Debra Stephenson for $335,800 
for the Northern Highland State Forest in Iron County. The item is being submitted because the purchase price 
exceeds $150,000. 

The Stephenson parcel contains six 40-acre parcels along the eastern boundary of Iron County in Mercer Township, 
approximately seven miles east of Mercer. The subject tract falls entirely within the Northern Highland State Forest 
project boundaty. More than 75% ofthe subject's boundary is adjacent to Depattment land, which abuts the subject 
to the west, nmth, south, and part of the east. Access to the propetty is provided by a town road and county highway 
at the southern border ofthe subject. There is a woods road running through the subject that provides access to each 
40-acre parcel. A private landowner has an easement for ingress/egress across this woods road and this road has been 
used by the Depattment to access other Depattment land. 

Established in 1925 to protect the headwaters of the Wisconsin, Flambeau and Manitowish Rivers, the Northern 
Highland and American Legion (NHAL) State Forests include more than 232,000 acres in Vilas, Oneida and Iron 
Counties. The nearest cities are Woodruff/Minocqua, Rhinelander and Eagle River. Many visitors are from the 
population centers of southern Wisconsin and nmthern Illinois. The primary use of the forest is for silvicultural 
practices and the growth of recurring forest crops with scenic values, outdoor recreation, public hunting and 
stabilization of stream flow as extra benefits. Each year approximately 75,000 cords of pulpwood and 2.5 million 
board feet of saw logs are harvested in the forest, which contributes to employment in the woods and mills and 
provides commodities for local and regional markets. 

The Stephenson tract has rolling topography and is 75% upland and 25% lowland/swamp. It is mostly forested with a 
high component ofnorthern hardwood sawtimber. Wetlands on the property contain mostly swamp conifer 
poletimber. There are 180 acres of hardwood, 46 acres of swamp conifer, and 14 acres of marsh and muskeg. The 
property has been enrolled in MFL for many years and the timber has been managed well. The major log species are 
hard maple, soft maple, basswood and ash. 

The propetty contains approximately 950 feet offi·ontage on the Turtle River, which eventually flows into the Turtle­
Flambeau Flowage. The river is 40-50 feet wide through the subject and is slow moving. Most of the frontage on the 
subject is one-bank fi·ontage but there is a small area of two-bank frontage. 

A 70' x 25' cabin and a 14' x 20' cabin are located on the tract which were part of a logging camp and are in poor 
condition. The structures on the property may be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places but they may be 
too far deteriorated to save. The Wisconsin Historical Society and Department Archeologist will be consulted to 
assess their condition and historic importance as well as consider other investigations that should be made to 
document the site. The buildings will be razed only upon approval of the Depattment's Archeologist. Estimated 
reclamation costs would not exceed $10,000 for demolition and $5,000 for review. 

The Stephenson tract blocks well with Department owned propetty within the project. River frontage and timber 
value make this purchase valuable for its natural resources and for outdoor recreation. In addition, the access road 
through the pro petty provides an impmtant means ofaccess to other DNR land for timber management and public 
recreation purposes. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the purchase of240 acres of land from Gary and Debra Stephenson for $335,800 
for the Northern Highland State Forest in Iron County. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html

























