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SUBJECT: Easement Purchase - Forest Legacy Program- Iron County 

FOR: MAY 2014 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Douglas J. Haag 

SUMMARY: 	 The Department has reached an agreement with The Conservation Fund to purchase a 13,692-acre working forest 
easement for $4,472,252 for the Forest Legacy Program in Iron County, known as the Twin Lakes working forest 
casement. The item is being submitted because the purchase price exceeds $150,000. 

The purpose of the Forest Legacy Program in Wisconsin is to: 
• 	 preserve and protect the land for continued sustainable forestry and resource management and to maintain the 

undeveloped character ofthe property by precluding buildings, deforestation or any significant topographical 
change; 

• 	 manage the property as part ofthe underlying landowner's commercial timber harvest base while providing 
open space; 

• 	 provide for the public the right to access the property for public outdoor recreational uses; and 
• 	 accomplish these goals permanently and at lower cost than fee title purchase. 

The conservation easement area spans the Townships of Knight and Mercer inlron County and is adjacent to County 
owned land, providing an additional 13,692 contiguous acres for public recreation. Main access roads are via Moose 
Lake Road and Island Lake Road from USH 51 and Pleasant Lake Road heading south from STH 77. Other 
linkages include Six Mile Lake Road, Swamp Creek Road, O'Brien Lake Road and County Forest Road 70 I. 
Numerous woods roads and trails cross the tract providing good interior access for management purposes. 

In addition to the town road system, the Department is acquiring rights for the public to use licensed motor vehicles 
on approximately 10.5 miles of private woods roads located on the property. These additional access rights will 
ensure that the public can reach interior portions of the property for recreational use. The casement requires that the 
roads have a gravel base and that maintenance occur on a regular basis to ensure they remain in a condition that 
supports vehicular use by the public. At a minimum, the easement requires that the roads be graded periodically and 
that brushing and tree removal occur as required to ensure the roads are open to motorized access. Temporary road 
closures may be permitted under the easement when timber management activities conflict with public use ofthe 
roads, but no more than 3.5 miles of road can be closed at any time. The easement requires that the owner and 
Department meet to explore alternative road access to maximize public use prior to any road being closed. The 
easement also requires that funds be set aside in an endowment or trust for the purpose of carrying out road 
maintenance requirements specified in the easement and that these funds run with title to the land to ensure that 
adequate resources exist to catTy out road access maintenance responsibilities for the public benefit. 

The property is 89% forested and has been in continuous forest management with a focus on the production of 
hardwood (pulpwood and logs) and softwood fiber. Hardwood forests occupy 52% of the land base along with 
lowland mixed conifers, aspen, and softwood plantations. The dominant products on the property are hardwood and 
conifer pulpwood and hard maple sawlogs. 

This area contains important habitat for the only state listed endangered mammal, the American marten (Martes 
americana). This is the only location in Wisconsin where marten have established not directly fi·om reintroductions. 
Mattcns apparently colonized the area on their own from matten released into the Clam Lake area of the 
Chequamcgon National Forest to the west and from marten to the east in Michigan. The Iron County matten 
population which includes much of the Twin Lakes area represents important connections of marten populations 
between nmthwest Wisconsin and western Upper Michigan. That marten found and established in the area on their 
own speaks to the value of this area as matten habitat. Sound ecological management of the Twin Lakes area wi ll 
benefit the health of the local marten population. 

The Twin Lakes land area also represents important habitat for a variety of Wisconsin's larger mammals such as 
white tailed deer, wolves, bear, bobcat, the occasional moose and perhaps occasionally the rare Canada lynx. This 
location has a very healthy bear population and is important as a bear bunting area. It has also been important habitat 
for gray wolves (Canis lupus) in the state. Wolf packs have occupied the area since the early 1990s. Adequate 
management and sound conservation of lands s1tch as the Twin Lakes area will help maintain the health and viability 
of several of the state's large mammal populations. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/May/May-2014-NRB-agenda.html



























