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SUBJECT: Summary of forestry field tour on the NHAL State Forest and actions to increase sawlog availability on 
Department lands 

FOR: August 2014 Board meeting 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Darrell Zastrow, Deputy Division Admlnstrator, Forestry 

SUMMARY: 


On December 18, 2013 a range of partners, including two NRB members, met on the Northern-Highland American 

Legion State Forest State Forest (NHAL) to discuss forest management planning, operations, and silviculture including a 

field review of two timber sales recently advertised on the NHAL. Concerns were expressed about the volume of saw logs 

not marked for harvest in the advertised sales and general forest management practices for current and future timber 

sales on the NHAL. The discussion resulted in a number of questions regarding harvest levels, including past and future 

projections in terms of acres and volume, growth and removal ratios, master plan classifications, management objectives 

and associated marking guidelines. In addition, discussion occurred about the importance of forest management to local 

and regional wood based markets and economies and the current high demand for raw materials that supply primary 

wood producing businesses, particularly saw logs. Much of the discussion and interest was much broader in nature than 

just the NHAL and is applicable to state lands management in general. 


Since the field tour, the department has been working to assess how best to respond to the issues and concerns 

expressed. The department completed a report that captures the responses to concerns expressed, and assessment 

information on a number of issues, but particulalry regarding the availability of sawlog volume statewide. The attached 

report identifies a number of actions the department may implement to increase sawlog availability on lands owned and 

managed by th~ department. These actions are intended to promote a short term stimulus without compromising long 

term sustainable harvest levels on department lands, consistent with approved master plans. 


The report and associated actions have been sent out for public comment through the department's public program 
guidance review process. That process will end A"ugust. 

RECOMMENDATION: Information only 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable):
0 Background memo 0 Type name of attachment or type N/A if not applicable 
[gl WDNR Timber Sale Program -Actions to increase D Type name of attachment or type N/A if not applicable 
sawlo availbilit on WDNR lands Jul 2014 

SignatureApproved by 

Bob Mather, Bureau Director 

Paul Delong, Administrator 

Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison - AD/8 

http://dnr.wi.gov/About/NRB/2014/Aug/Aug-2014-NRB-agenda.html





























